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“A Doctorate in Law — From Application to Publication”
Workshop with JHH Weiler

Thursday, 19 April 2016
10-12 am and 1:30-3:30 pm
Goethe University, Campus Westend, RuW 1.201

Workshop Description

Unlike legal studies at undergraduate and Masters’ level which have a remarkably low
percentage of failure, the casualty rate among legal doctorates is exceptionally high, on
some counts more than 50%. Applications fail when they should not have; a high number of
theses remain incomplete and time is inefficiently employed leading to an unnecessary
prolongation of the period it takes to complete the thesis. Most troubling are those
completed theses which do not reflect the true intellectual potential of the authors. Very
often the process of writing a doctorate in law is remembered as a period of frustration and
even misery.

The questions that will be addressed in the workshop include the following: What are good
and bad reasons to embark on doctoral studies in law? How does one identify a promising
topic? How does one narrow it down to viable research questions? These are just some of
the questions that candidates face in the early stages of the process, questions to which
often answers are not easy to come by. The same wilderness exists during the process of
research and writing. Sometimes the questions are prosaic — but no less crucial. Here are
some examples: How much to read before one can start writing? How to handle Writer’s
Block? How to deal with negligent, indifferent or inappropriate supervision? Should | be
worried by discovering that someone else is working on the same topic?

JHH Weiler served as Head of the Law Department at the European University Institute in
Florence — a department focused entirely on research and doctoral studies. He also served as
Chair of the Graduate Program at the University of Michigan Law School, as Co-Chair of the
Graduate Program at Harvard Law School and, inter alia, Director of doctoral studies at NYU
School of Law. He is currently President of the European University Institute, Florence. Weiler
successfully defended his Ph.D. in 1985.

The workshop is convened by Isabel Feichtner for the Ph.D. Program in Law and Economics
of Money and Finance at Goethe University. It is open to all doctoral students and postdocs
in law, but registration is required. Please register by April 12 with Selina Rossgardt at
rossgardt@jur.uni-frankfurt.de.



